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"The war was born under strange stars ... it will end
suddenly: and the manner of its ending will prove for all
time the vanity of human anticipations. ... It will be a very-
short war or last for longer than the three years visualized
by politicians. ... It started with the invasion of Poland, and
it will finish with the invasion of some other country after
a decisive sea-action. The frontier of no country in Europe
can be regarded as safe." (R. H. Naylor, What the Stars
Foretell for 1940, Hutchinson, 5s. 6d.)
Meanwhile there are three questions, arising out of invasion,
which I am constantly asked, and which I will now reply to:
1.  How to stop a tank.
Most of you who have had no experience of stopping tanks
will have had some of shooting elephants. A tank is simply an
armoured elephant. In every group of tanks there is a leading
tank, whose signals are obeyed by the others; if the leading
tank is trapped, the others will "come quietly.77 The best
elephant trap was a large pit over which branches were laid.
For a tank trap it is only necessary to remove the paving stones
outside your house (borrow a wheelbarrow from the man next
door) and dig a pit some forty feet wide by twenty deep. Place
a sheet of wire netting over the road, cover it with cardboard
or brown paper, and a top dressing of asphalt. Your trap is
made. If you are lucky enough to live near a blast-furnace,
borrow some sheets of eleven-inch steel, solder them with a
blower's lamp, and lean them up supported by a prop over the
water-hole; when the tank comes down to drink, pull the
prop away, or, if you are very close, insert a knitting-needle
into the tank's most vulnerable spot, the back-ratchet. But
remember, nothing will really stop a tank except another tank
going in the opposite direction, and these should be left to the
competent military authority.
2.  What further safety measures do you advise ?
The greatest danger to the military in war-time is the civilian,
because he is not subject to military discipline; a moving